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Imagine a brave new world of high-end technology and precise furniture to accommodate 
such technology.  This dream has become a reality for 2005.

Lesley Samuels Marks of Samuels Fine Furniture said that from the looks of things at the 
Highpoint Furniture Market, the newest trends in home furnishing revolve around the flat 
screen plasma television and other technology for the home.  Marks is a designer, buyer, 
and part owner for Samuels, which has been a mainstay for home furnishings in the 
Midsouth since 1916.

“Hiding your television in an armoire used to be the trend, but now people are using 
numerous new furniture pieces to show off their plasma television,” Marks said.  There 
are many new ways to display your television.  There are beautifully crafted stands and 
chests to sit the televisions on, there are pieces made specifically to sit under a wall-
mounted television, and there is even a type of cabinet that is built to fit around the wall-
mounted television.  

Another facet of the new hi-tech home is the home theater.  Marks stated that people are 
creating media rooms designed like a movie theater.  These rooms are all about comfort 
so they include big, comfy chairs to make the movie viewing more enjoyable.  These 
rooms have become a necessity for the modern day family.  It is a great way to bring the 
family together to enjoy the fun of a movie, yet in your own home.

Harry Samuels, the CEO of Samuels Fine Furniture also feels that there is an entire 
movement towards casual comfort in home furnishings.  “Younger people are going for 
the more comfortable, contemporary, simple style.  You don’t see as much traditional 
furniture like our parents had,” Samuels said.  This style of comfort and ease consists of 
clean lines, upholstered pieces, and an informal look and feel.

Overall, homes are becoming more technologically advanced, and thus more functional 
for the family of the 21st century.  Make your house a home with relaxation and 
practicality in mind.  Whether for your plasma television or your own peace of mind, 
furniture for 2005 is accommodating to your lifestyle.   
	



